SUMMER VISIT OF THE CHENGDU YOUTH IN EDMONTON
FLER S 2 F B2 R

Thank you to the wonderful planning and support of City of Edmonton, the Edmonton Chinese
Bilingual Education Association, and the support of the Mandarin Bilingual Schools, 18 youths
and 2 chaperons from Chengdu China arrived in Edmonton for a 9 days visit on August 13th,
2009. These youths were earthquake survivors and are orphaned by the “5.12.08” Sichuan
earthquake in China. This trip was not only meant to help them rehabilitate through a wondering
trip, but also to give them the assurance that across the oceans on the other side of the world,
there were many people that care about them.

Throughout the 9 days, 65 adult and youth volunteers spend their time to ensure that the
Chengdu youths felt at home. Friendships were made and bonds were created. On the last day
of the visit, when Peter Wong, the president of the ECBEA, addressed the crowd at the Fort
Edmonton Park farewell barbeque, he said, “Now, we will no longer address our visitors as
orphans from China, indeed, we now call them our friends from Chengdu, with friendships that
are built in love.” Not a dry eye was amongst over 100 people in attendance.

We have included a couple of articles written by one of the Chengdu youth, and the other by
one of the Meadowlark student volunteers. These articles captured some of the feeling from
both sides of the visit. It was evident that our Edmonton youths enjoyed and learned from this
experience as much as their new friends from Chengdu.

A project of compassion grew into lessons of acceptance, friendship, and faith in the human
kind. If you would like to know more about this wonderful experience, you can visit a blog that
was written by one of the Mandarin Program student who volunteered to be with the Chengdu
youths during the entire time of their visit.
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A Memorable Journey to Edmonton
By Catherine Zhou

| was very tired, even a little shaky. We stayed in the Sutton Place Hotel, a four star hotel in
Edmonton.

The room was clean and comfortable. | took a shower, but still feeling dizzy.

After a long period of travelling in silence, | was extremely surprised by the passionate welcome
when we got off the plane. There was a beautifully decorated ETS bus, an exquisitely created
banner. There were many people with familiar skin and eye colours welcomed us with cameras
in their hands.

There was a warm feeling. | could almost forget the weary of travelling.

Only if I could spend the next seven days to speak as much English as | would like to.



| liked this surrounding.

Got up at nine this morning and visited many places in Edmonton. We went to the Valley Zoo in
the afternoon. It was a really beautiful place.

At last | had some first hand knowledge about this city.

According to Rabbit’s personality, | could live in this city, it suites me well. The city was not too
big, highly civilized, and extremely green. Especially for someone like me who loves plants.
Looking at the different species of trees and colourful flowers, it was easy to love this place.

| saw something today that increased my longing for my family...A young girl named Carol came
to volunteer with her mom and dad. | also saw her younger sister and brother. It was envious
to see joy overflowing from this family.

| was feeling great today. | found a new buddy, her name was Heather. Since her Mandarin
was limited, we spent a lot of time practising our English (actually, it was a mix of Mandarin and
English most of the time). Anyhow, | was encouraged. At last | was brave enough to chat with
others today. | took a lot of pictures.

We went to the Farmers’ Market. It was much different from the ones in China. They had
everything there. There were fruits and vegetables, crafts, bathing products, even bakeries and
coffee shops.

Then we went to the Devonian Botanic Garden in the afternoon, a place that I loved!

In the beginning, we visited the greenhouse. There were different tropical plants and butterflies
also. Oh, so beautiful. | felt that | have to get used to this sticky and humid weather when |
move to Singapore later.

In the evening, we went to a concert at the Royal Alberta Museum. The first number was an
overwhelming selection, “Dance of the Golden Snake”. It was often heard during the Spring
Festival. All of a sudden I miss China, even my eyes grew teary. For a moment, | could
understand those who lived in a foreign land, and their sadness towards their homelands,
families, and friends.

All of these are things that | must face in the future.

The wonderful journey in Edmonton was coming to the end.

There were no ways around it. Life is full of happy gatherings and sad separations. | grew up
slowly this way. | was able to control my feelings and shed few tears. | was able to take
Heather far away from the crowd and joked with her. | was able to shake John’s hand, and
listened to him saying “good night”. | was able to hug Ken, took more pictures with Maggie,
exchanged presents with Megan, and skilfully bid farewell.

May be | was the only one who knew that deep down in my heart, | was reluctant to leave.

| pondered much about the meaning of this trip. It was never because of the chance to “go
abroad”.

Canadian culture, characteristics of western people, and their progressive ways of thinking...all
of these, eventually might no longer be as vivid as | first encountered them, but they will never
be erased from my memory.

This was the last day in Edmonton.

The morning sun was especially bright and beautiful today. When | walked out of the hotel, |
saw the rosy morning clouds. Sadly, this was the day of departure.



In the airport | told John, “I am not as sad as | thought to be.” He smiled.

“Leaving gives us an opportunity to get together again.” | continued. | smiled back.

| remembered hugging Jessica and said goodbye, | couldn’t control my tears.

“It's okay. You are always strong.” She said.

Rabbit, you are always strong...This shall be my steadfast belief forever.

But as | was looking at them, looking so closely, no matter what, it was difficult to accept that
once | stepped on the plane, the distance between us would increase with time. We will be half
a world apart.

It doesn’t matter. We will meet again.
What a lovely group of people. | love you all.
I'll never say goodbye. | know | will come back, most definitely, | will.

The article above is a collection from the diary of Catherine Zhou during her visit to Edmonton.
She is one of the 18 young earthquake survivors from Chengdu, China. Catherine is a well
rounded student and will be attending university in Singapore starting in 2010 on a full
scholarship. This article was originally written in simplified Chinese and was translated into
English by Mr. Lam.

THE CHENGDU VISIT
by Ashley C.

In the summer of 2009, 18 Sichuan Chengdu youths came to visit Edmonton for 9 days. |
volunteered to be one of the buddies and | was scheduled to accompany them for 3 days.
Throughout the 3 days, my friendship with the Chengdu youths grew and grew; especially with
Fu Ailing, Fu Kaining, Liu Yu, and Chang Xinyi.

When the Chengdu youths arrived in Edmonton, there was a welcoming dinner. It was nerve
wracking as | reluctantly made my way to sit amongst them. | was thinking of so many different
things at once! Would they like me? Was my Chinese good enough? Would they be mean? It
turned out that they were all very nice and friendly, and really funny too! | thought they were
exhausted from their flight though!

Throughout the 3 days that | volunteered, my buddies and | had explored the Fringe Festival
and the Strathcona Farmer's Market, and pondered the Devonian Garden. We dined at
MacDonald’s for lunch and the Old Spaghetti Factory for dinner. We also spent some time
shopping! My buddies and | received a free toy from this shop owner just across from the
Dollarama! We also had a chance to relax at the Hawrelak Park where all of us ran around,
played ball, blew bubbles, and had a barbeque.

When the Chengdu youths had to leave, everyone was sad and tears swelled up in our eyes. In
just 3 days, my friendship with the Chengdu youths had already become so strong! It was
terribly lonely when they left but | still communicate with them through letters and phone calls.



If the City and ECBEA can invite the other 18 Chengdu youths to come next year, | would
recommend anyone who reads this to volunteer. | guarantee that it will be an unforgettable
experience!

*Ashley C. is a bright and cheerful student at Meadowlark School, she was one of the many
student volunteers who was involved in the Chengdu Youth Visit experience.
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