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EVENTS

Mar. 04, 2004
Parkview Open House
6:30 pm

Mar. 09, 2004
ECBEA Monthly Meeting
Meadowlark School
7:00 pm

Mar. 24, 2004
Ottewell Open House
6:30 pm

Apr. 06, 2004
ECBEA AGM Meeting
Caernarvon School
7:00 pm

Apr. 06, 2004
Rosslyn Open House
6:30 pm

April 14, 2004
Londonderry School Open
House
7:00 pm

May 04, 2004*
ECBEA Monthly Meeting
Londonderry School
7:00 pm

June 08, 2004*
ECBEA Monthly Meeting
ME LaZerte School
7:00 pm

*Requires school confirmation

YEAR OF THE MONKEY!

The ECBEA Chinese New Years Banquet
this past January was a smashing success
to herald in the Year of the monkey and
celebrate the ECBEA’s 22™ year of
success. The 500 plus crowd enjoyed
performances from our students in the
bilingual program and dined on a
delicious Chinese meal.

We were honored to have such dignitaries
as Terry Cavanagh & Janice Melnychuk
(City of Edmonton); Hon. Bob Maskell (Alberta Government); Hon. Lyle Oberg
(Education Minister); Svend Hansen (EPSB Board Chair); and Sandy Forster (EPSB),
Bill Bonko (EPSB), Trustees Bob Dean, Gerry Gibeault and Lynn Odynski attend this
function.

We were also honored to have the Honorable Lt. Governor Lois Hole attend the
banquet. Excerpts from the Lt. Governors speech are included in this edition of the
newsletter.

See inside for more banquet coverage
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The Edmonton Chinese Bilingual Education Association (ECBEA) publishes the
newsletter. Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the association or the schools offering the bilingual program.

Founded in 1982, the ECBEA is a registered not for profit organization committed to
promoting and supporting the English-Chinese bilingual program offered by the
Edmonton Public Schools and advancing the learning of Chinese language and
culture. All parents with children enrolled in the bilingual program are members of
the Association.

This newsletter is distributed freely to members and friends of the Association, as
well as staff of the bilingual program school sites.

Editorial Staff:

Brian Chiu
E-mail: bchiu@telusplanet.net

Peter Wong
E-mail: bjhp@datanet.ab.ca.
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BANQUET VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to Brian and Amy Chiu for spearheading this
banquet and seeing it thru to its successful outcome. We
would also like to thank all of the banquet volunteers that
had helped in planning this event and during the evening
of this event:

Caernarvon: Chan Chong, James Choo, Pam Quon Gee,
Melinda Chow, Tee Meng, Ken Poon, Wendy Woo, Judy
Tran.

Dovercourt: S.H. Chen, Gregory Hall.

Kildare: Danny Mong, Kim Vuong

Meadowlark: Jenilyn Chan, Brian Chiu, Amy Chiu,
Julianna Chu, Ruth Chan, Ivy Chen , Ronnie Chen, Angela
Kwan, Wayne Kwan, Patrick Lee.

Meyonohk: Gordon Fong

Londonderry/Kildare: Peter Wong, Jack Yong .
Parkview: Clement Li, John Yee, Simon Wong.

McNally: Gin Chin, Barbara Fung, Krystle Hong, Alex
Phung,

ME LaZerte: Wei Wong, Ashton Wong, Joan Ong

From the Community: Margaret Day

The ECBEA would also like to thank all of the student

McNally Students Distributing Prizes

volunteers from McNally Triple C Club that had helped
on the night of the banquet. The kids helped decorate the
restaurant, greet at the reception area, usher the guest to
the tables, sell tickets, offer silent auction items; distribute
prizes to guest; and clean up afterwards. On top of this
they also performed the ribbon and lion dance. Excellent
job done by theTriple C Club. You make the association
and I am sure your parents, proud to have such
enthusiastic and community minded kids!!!

O

BANQUET POSTER WINNERS

John Yee with Art Contest Judge Terry Cavanagh

The ECBEA artwork contest for the banquet posters that
were displayed throughout the city and Chinatown had 5
winners. All of the artwork was selected by June & Terry
Cavanagh. The winners of the contest were awarded a
cash prize of $50.00 (donated by the Chinese Freemasons
Society). The original artwork was generously donated by
the artist for sale at our silent auction the evening of the
banquet. Winners are grade 2 — Jason Tieh (Caernarvon);
grade 3 Alyson & Kaytlin Wu (Meadowlark); Grade 6
Anthoy Choy (Caernarvon); grade 9 Jessica Leong &
Elysia Jong (Londonderry); grade 11 Patrick Lau
(McNally)

Banquet MCs, Jack Yong, Fred Locke & Barbara Fung Preparing

U
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EXCERPTS FROM HON. LOIS
HOLE SPEECH

The following is an excerpt from the speech that the Hon.
Lois Hole had presented to the people in attendance at the
New Years Banquet:

Lt. Governor Lois Hole Escorted By John Yee

“Thank you for asking me to join you tonight to celebrate the
Chinese New Year, and to celebrate the many contributions of
the Chinese Canadians. The momentous and positive impact the
Chinese have throughout the course of Canada’s history is
keenly felt in fine arts, many fields of science, in government,
media and even in gardening! ....Through your efforts that many
school children are being encouraged to learn their language. 1
appreciate the fact that our public school system is willing to
introduce children at a very early age to different culture.
Organization like this (ECBEA) exists that works to help
Canadians of different background understand that deep down
we all want the same thing: good food, secure shelter, good
education for our children and affordable hockey tickets! A
multicultural society, I believe is the very best kind of society in
which people can work together for a far grander future. I hope
that ECBEA enjoys a long, prosperous and fruitful life in our
fair city. Thank you all for improving the quality and scope of
our public education system.

Bilingualism is a huge benefit not only to our children, but also
to our multicultural state. By fostering bilingual culture, you
also foster more tolerance, more prosperity in Canada. Thank
you all and Happy New Year!”

Excerpt from Speech Given January 17, 2004 by Hon. Lois Hole.

[]

BANQUET PERFORMERS

Meadowlark & Meyonohk Dancers

The 500 plus people in attendance at the banquet were
thoroughly entertained by the students from our program
schools.

We would like to thank the following groups:
Caernarvon Flower Drum, Red Handkerchief and Kung Fu.
Dovercourt Recital of Chinese New Years Celebration
Kildare Pull Bell and Umbrella Dancers

Meyonohk Lion Dance and Song & Smiles Dancers
Meadowlark Songs & Smiles Dancer

Londonderry Handkerchief Dancers

Ottewell Erhu Solo and Xin Jiang

Rosslyn Zhumulangma Dancers

McNally Ribbon and Lion Dancers

ME LaZerte Ha Die Dancers and Fashion Show

Londonderry Handkerchief Dance Troupe

Fantastic performance kids and a job well done!!!

[

“Understanding Through Education”



EWSLETTER

February / March 2004 - PAGE 4

.
Kildare Umbrella Dance

Caernarvon Handkerchief Dance Group
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School Ensemble — Singing National Anthem

Caernarvon Kung Fu

Ottewell Xin Jiang Dancers

“Understanding Through Education”
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ME LaZerte Fashion Show

CRilEuTy
vakies

City Councilor. Terry Cavangh Presentation to John Yee McNally Lion Dancer

“Understanding Through Education”
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AGRICOM BOOTH

This past January, the ECBEA along with the schools set
up a booth at the Chinese New Years Celebration at the
Agricom. The booth was staffed with parents and
educators to help promote the program and this
association. It was great to see parents and students of the
program come by the booth.

Performers from Caernarvon, Londonderry, Rosslyn and
Ottewell were on stage to entertain the crowds.

[]
PROGRAM EXPANSION

Edmonton Public School (EPS) has indicated to the
ECBEA that program expansion is not in the plans in the
foreseeable future. Presently with the number of schools
offering the program, these must be filled to capacity
before they will consider opening any further sites. With
the introduction of the 2™ language policy by Alberta
Learning set for September 2006, the bilingual program
will be facing new challenges in maintaining enrollment in
this program.

EPS is looking at modeling school sites in groups of
‘families’ of languages throughout the district. In order to
maintain student enrollment from the elementary schools
onto the junior and senior high site, EPSB is also
reviewing busing options with Edmonton Transit in
establishing ‘School Special’ buses from certain drop off
areas in the city. Please see your school office to
determine what is available for the up coming term.

[

MANDARIN TEACHER
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT DAY

The yearly Mandarin teacher PD day was conducted on
Friday February 13, 2004. The host school, Meyonohk,
did a great job of organizing this event. John Yee had
provided greetings from the ECBEA to the teachers.
Superintendent Angus McBeath and Trustee Gerry
Gibeault brought greetings from EPSB to all of the
teachers in attendance.

The teachers had sessions on ‘Thinking Maps’; ‘Chinese
Painting’; session on ‘Reading viewed as experience’ and
an informal teaching idea sharing session was also
scheduled.

A panel discussion on the 2™ language programming was
conducted with representatives from Alberta Learning,
EPSB and University of Alberta.

This event was sponsored in part by the ECBEA to assist
the schools in paying for substitute teachers during the

day.
[]

MANDARIN 2™"° LANGUAGE

Some schools are starting to offer Mandarin as a second
language course running parallel to the Mandarin bilingual
program. The second language course being offer is a
beginner’s course in Mandarin. EPSB has recognised this
fact and is putting in a policy to prevent students in Grade
6 & 9 from transferring in Grade 7 & 10 to the beginners
2" Janguage program.

Students and parents are encouraged to stay in the
bilingual program and reap the benefits of this program.
Only Mandarin bilingual students qualify for all ECBEA
administered scholarships and awards; international
accreditation being sought by EPSB will only apply to
bilingual students and ultimately you will be fluent in a
language that 30 million other people in the world are
learning.

[]
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PROGRAM SCHOOLS

Elementary Schools

Caernarvon Elementary School
14820-118 Street
Julia Elaschuk Principal

Dovercourt Elementary School
13910-122 Avenue
Paulette Kernaghan, Principal

Kildare Elementary School
7525-144 Avenue
Lorraine Farris, Principal

Meadowlark Elementary School
9150-160 Street
Zenia Nemish, Principal

Meyonohk Elementary School

1850 Lakewood Road South
Shelly Pepler , Principal

Junior High Schools

Londonderry Junior High School
7104-144 Avenue
Dale Skoreyko, Principal

Ottewell Junior High School
9435-73 Street
Jane Klaray, Principal

Parkview Junior High School
14313-92 Avenue
Jean Stiles, Principal

Rosslyn Junior High School

13215-113A Street
Don Darling, Principal

Senior High Schools.

ME LaZerte Senior High School
6804-144 Avenue
Susan Burghardt-MacNeill

Ross Sheppard Senior High School
13546-111 Avenue
Jennifer Lawley ,Principal

McNally Senior High School
8440-105 Avenue

George Rice, Principal

CASINO VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

ECBEA has been awarded a casino for August 8 & 9,
2004. We will require all positions to be filled such as
cashier, banker, chip runners, and count room. Please
contact the Casino Manager John  Yee
(yeejohn28@hotmail.com) for an application form. The
funding for this will be donated to YOUR child’s school
and provide operating funds for this association to run for
the next two years.

We need your help!!! Please come out and support your
school and association.

[]

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

We will be conducting the associations Annual General
Meeting at Caernarvon School on April . All parents are
encouraged to come out and vote or put your name on the
ballot.

All positions are available to be filled
Secretary

Director

Treasurer

Vice President

President

If you are happy with the present board come out to show
your support anyway.

Nomination forms are enclosed for your use.

“Understanding Through Education”
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